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snails, aud so forth, the total weight being estimated at 
25 tons. When, moreover, the contents of the bulky crops 
of the young are also considered, the amount will be greatly 
increased. Of course, as the grasshoppers or locusts grow 
larger, a smaller number becomes necessary. Like the 
caterpillars, these insects are a well-known scourge, and 
devour huge quantities of green food; the freshwater snails 
also are frequently the hosts of the liver-fluke. 


XVII.—Oruaithological Notes from the Transvaal, 
By Arwin C. Haacner. 


I nave now the pleasure of offering to the readers of ‘The 
Ibis’ a few additional notes on the birds of this part of the 
Colony of Transvaal. * 


l. PyromELana onyx. (Orange Bishop-bird.) 

The nest of this species is woven of strips of the leaves 
of reeds and grasses, and is lined with the flowering heads 
of the latter. It is suspended between two reeds (sometimes 
three) growing in the vicinity of water or in damp places. 
When such fail the nest is placed among the rank weeds so 
abundant in many spots. On one occasion I found it on a 
wild plum-tree. The shape of the nest is oval, with the 
aperture at the side near the top. Eggs three or four in 
number, and of a beautiful blue-green colour. When blown 
they often shew a lovely pure light-blue tint. Axis 74" to 3" 
diam. 4", 

In the year 1898 I did not find a single nest containing 
more than three eggs. This may perhaps be accounted for by 
the scarcity of food, but 1 think that it is the usual number. 
Building commenced in September and Oetober in 1897. 
In 1898, probably owing to the length and severity of the 
winter, the birds only began late in November. In 1899 
they started in October, as also in this year (1900). 

These birds congregate in large flocks among the reeds 
and cultivated lands, doing much damage to the latter. 


* | For previous notes, see ‘Ibis,’ 1901, p. 15.— Pim.) 
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Their principal food appears to be various seeds and grain of 
any sort. 

The first appearance m summer-dress 1s about three weeks 
before the dates above given, and often much less. The ery 
is a kind of grating chirp, rather brisk and not unlike 
“tehwirt, tchwirt.’ In my opinion these birds rank amoug 
the most beautiful of avian species, the brilliant orange-red 
and glossy black forming a grand contrast. 


2. Pyrometana tana., (Taha Bishop-bird.) 

The nesting-habits of this species are nearly the same as 
those of its congener, P. ory.r, only it seems to prefer the 
rank weeds that border the vleys and‘dams to reeds, The 
eges are four or five m number, and of a pure white, speekled 
with tiny dark-brown dots. They are a good deal smaller 
than those of the preceding. Axis 1-11", diam. ṣg' (17- 
18 mm. by }1-12 mm.). In 1897 I found a good many nests 
among the rank weeds at the bottom of our garden, just 
bordering a spruit. In flight these birds puff up the feathers, 
giving themselves the appearance of balls of gold floating 
in the air. In 1899 I noticed them in large numbers on 
an adjoining farm, whereas in former seasons scarcely half 
a dozen were to be seen. They are fairly common this year 
at Modderfontein and in the neighbourhood. 


3. Cerrig RUDIS. (Pied Kingfisher.) 

This species is not common hereabouts, although I have 
seen a few pairs every season. On the 18th February, 
1899, while dissecting a specimen which T had just shot and 
skinned, I found in the stomach a large number of bones, 
which on examination proved to be the phalangeal bones of 
a frog’s pes and manus, These birds frequent the banks of 
dams and spruits. 


4, CAPRIMULGUS RUFIGENA. (Rufous-cheeked Nightjar.) 
In the year 1898, while shooting on a farm near Kaalfon- 
tein Station, I got an example of this species. In a paper 
on “ Protective Resemblance in Birds, as observed in South- 
African Species,” read by me at a meeting of the Johannes- 
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burg Field-Naturalists’ Club, I discussed the wonderful 
protective resemblance of this Nightjar. On one oecasion 
I could not clearly make out what seemed to be a hump on a 
branch, and on climbing up to get a closer view, was astonished 
to see a Nighitjar fly off. It had been sitting lengthways on 
the bough, flattened up against it, and the colours of tlie 
animate and inanimate objects blended to perfection. 


5. COLIOPASSER PROCNE. (Long-tailed Widow-bird.) 

This species is very common in the Transvaal, so far as 
ean be judged from my experience in the Pretoria and 
Heidelberg districts. It is seen flying about the velt 
everywhere, which is not the case with any other species of 
Weaver, so far as I am aware. The nesting-scason com- 
mences in October and November. The eggs are of a 
dirty grey-white ground-colour, indiscriminately dotted and 
blotched with light and purplish brown. Axis Į" or 
22-23 mm., diam. 44" or 14-15 mm. Their number is 
generally four, but varies, according to my experience, from 
three to five. I have always found the uest in a tuft of long 
herbage near the ground. It is constructed of fine grass and 
lined with the flowery heads of the same. 


6. Passer arcuatus. (Arched Sparrow.) 

On the 17th February, 1900, 1 found a fully-fledged 
young Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx cupreus) in a nest of this bird. 
I put it in a cage, which greatly excited its foster parents. 
They resented my treatment of their supposed youngster by 
loud cries, and approached me in their agitation to within a 
distance of four feet. They kept hovering round the cage 
until I had let the fledgling go. 


ry 


7. TINNUNCULUS RUPICOLOIDES. (Larger South-African 
Kestrel.) 

Inmy first paper (saprà, p. 16) 1 gave a description of the 
cggs of this bird. On the 28th July, 1899, on dissecting a 
specimen, I found its stomach full of ants with a whole lizard 
in two pieces. In its gullet I found a large quantity of re- 
mains of birds. The food appears to be insects, lizards, birds, 
and mice. Soft parts:—Ivrides pinkish kazel; cere bright 
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yellow ; legs pale ochreous yellow; bill black at tip, base 
light bluish slate-colour. 


8. TINNUNCULUS RUPICOLA. (Lesser South - African 
Kestrel.) - 

On the 7th of October, 1900, I found a nest of this species 
in a mimosa bush (Acacia horrida). It was constructed of 
twigs, Hned with hair, wool, and feathers, and contained 
three eggs, the description being as follows : cream-coloured 
ground, thickly spoited and blotched with various shades of 
brown; axis 114”, diam. 1,°,". When these Kestrels are 
eating a bird, I noticed that they do not grasp it with both 
feet. Taking it in one foot, the individual I watched would 
hop about until he fancied he had found a suitable spot for 
his meal, when he tore off all the feathers, aud then rent 
the body asunder and swallowed the pieces. 


9. Scopus umBretta. (Hammerkop.) 

A pair of these highly interesting and peculiar birds have 
been constructing a huge nest in a willow tree near this place 
for the last month, at a height of about 12 feet from the 
ground. Measurements as follows: about a yard and a half in 
diameter across the top and little more than a yard iu height. 
The fabric is constructed of twigs, weeds, reeds, and grass, 
cemented together into a compact mass with mud. On the 
top of it the owners have placed stones, pieces of plank, tins, 
bones, and even a dead bird. The object is evidently to hide 
the real appearance of the nest from above. The entrance- 
hole is on the only inaccessible side of the tree, a cireumstance 
displaying much forethought on the part of the parents. I 
would much like to take the eggs, but caunot get hold of 
them without breaking the nest, which I have no inclina- 
tion to do; it is so strongly built that, although I have stood 
upon the top, no damage was caused to it by my weight. 


10. Spreo Bircotor. (Witgat Sprecuw.) 

On the 20th of October of this year I found a nest of this 
species in a hole in the stone wall of a local causeway or 
bridge. It contained five eggs of a plain bright greenish 
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blue. Axis I inch 5 lines, diam. 14 lines. This bird is 
very common hereabouts. 


ll. PoLrosriza GULARIS. (Streaky-headed Seed-eater.) 

On October 25th, 1900, I found a nest of this species, 
which is fairly plentiful here, built in a plum-tree in our 
garden, about 4 feet above the ground. It was cup-shaped, 
and constructed of the stems of a very common plant, 
and lined with the flaxen tops of flowering grasses. It 
contained three eggs of a very light bluish white, sprinkled 
with dark and purplish-brown dots, chiefly at the larger end. 
Axis nearly 13} lines, diam. 94 lines. 

Modderfontein, 

December 16th, 1900. 


XVIII.—Notes on the Cassowaries of the Dresden Museuin. 
By Dr. A. B. Meyer. 


Mr. Roruscuixp’s valuable monograph of the genus Casuarius 
(Tr. Z. S. xv. pp. 109-148, pls. xxii.—xli., 1900) has enabled 
me to revise the determination of the specimens in the 
Dresden Museum, and I beg leave to offer a few remarks 
upon them. 

(1) The Museum received, in the year 1899, a specimen 
shot on the hills behind Bongu, at the back of Constantin- 
hafen, in Astrolabe Bay, German New Guinea, that is, on the 
northern slopes of the Finisterre Mountains. This specimen 
proves to belong to C. picticollis hecki Rothsch. (l. c. p. 144, 
pl. xxxvii.), known till now only from an example living in 
the Zoological Garden of Berlin, with the habitat ‘‘ German 
New Guinea.” ‘The Dresden specimen gives the first exact 
locality for this species within a larger range, which we shall 
ascertain correctly later. 

(2) In the year 1883 the Museum procured an example 
from “ Port Moresby,” British New Guinea, designated as 
C. beccarii Scl. (or C. sclateri Salv.). This now proves to 
be C. casuarius intensus Rothsch. (l. c. p. 121, ph xxvii.), 


